These differ from one another by the fact that in the Aglypha all the teeth in the maxilla are solid, Avhilst in the Opisthoglypha one or more grooved teeth are present in the posterior region. The members of the latter group are more or less poisonous.
The group Opisthoglypha is of special interest in that it is considered to be the connecting-link between the Aglypha on the one hand and the Viperida3 (with grooved teeth at the anterior end of the jaw) on the other ; the group Proteroglypha is believed to have developed independently and directly from the former. Although the possible evolution of the Opisthoglypha was pointed out by Boulenger, no The presence of grooved teeth in the posterior region of the maxilla was first observed and discussed by Thomas »Suiith (11) and later by J. G. Fischer. In the year 1892, Niemann (6) published an account of the structure and relationships of the glands of the upper lip in general, but he described only three tj'pes of the Opisthoglypha, His work on this group is very sc^inty, while the diagrams are insufficient and wanting in detail, but the connection of the duct and the groove of the fang is well emphasized. In 1895, West (15) published a detailed description of the buccal, glands and teeth of opisthoglyphous snakes.
His paper made a considerable advance in the knowledge of this subject; his observations are still looked upon as a good groundwork, and hiswoi'k is quoted by various authors. His descriptions, however, relate only to morphology. I have described four riiore genera of this group -CJir>/sopcIea, IVrboji/iis, rsamniopJiis. and Cerberus; the tirst two were not mentioned at all by AVest, and of the other two he gave only a short description of the teeth.
It was in 1896 that -Boulenger put forward an account of the pi'obable evolution of the Opisthoglypha from the Aglypha. He pointed out that in the higher genera of the Aglypha the series of teeth in the jaw shows an increase in size from in front backwards, so that we are gradualh-introduced to the opisthoglyphous condition, with a lai'ge fang in the posterior region of the jaw. In the higher types of both the Opisthoglypha and Proteroglypha this fang is always distinctly bigger than the tooth in front of it.
Therefore in my discussions of the probable evolution of the fang of the Opisthoglypha from the somewhat enlarged posterior tooth of the Aglypha, 1 solution, to which it was subjected for more than a month.
Text- fig. 4 shows also the connection of the saiiie tooth at the posterior edge. The function of such an arrangement is difficult to determine, but it seems to provide a firmer grip for the prey. While the prey is being taken into the mouth and forced towards the gullet, these hinged teeth, which point inward and backward, bend down ; so that when tlie prey is struggling to escape from the mouth, the teeth, being hinged, allow it to pass downwards into the gullet but not outwards. Therefore from these observations I am led to conclude that the hinged teeth are not part of a series in the course of development which will become ankylosed to the jaw, but that they will always remain hinged, and during life will be held in place by the Troptdonotus stolatus.
Text- fig. 10 shows the external features of the gland as seen after the removal of the skin, and also the maxillary teeth from the left side.
It reveals a condition strangely advanced in some features, but on the whole distinctly similar to that of Deiidrophis (text- fig. 8 ).
Of the more highly-developed parts the parotid gland and the posterior tooth aie most striking. The gland ip.g.) is quite well developed, and it extends far behind, as far as the angle of the jaw, and in front up to the middle of the eye, while in shape it is peculiar in being rectangular ; in fact, as will be Text-figiu'e 10.
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Tropidonotus stolatus. Dissection of head from the left side.
Letters as hefore.
X 6. seen from the diagram (text- fig. 10 ), more than half the glandular area in the region of the maxilla has taken up the function of the secretion of the serous fl.uid. Apart from its great development in size, the dissection shows that the parotid gland is really a part of the superior labial gland, and is only to be distinguished from it by its yellow colour.
Text-figure 11. 6- proteroglyphous snakes opening at the base of the fang. I hope at some future time, when more material is available, to make a moi-e complete examination of the anterior end of the jaw of Lycodon, in order to put to the test Boulenger's suggestion of the probable evolution of the Proteroglypha from the Aglypha.
There are eighteen maxillary teeth, the anterior three are large and are followed by a diastema, the next fourteen are very small, and the last two are large and fang-like, and are enclosed within a muscular tooth sac similar to that already noted in Tropidonotus.
In the transverse section (text- fig. 15 ) of the head of Lycodon will be seen the section of the posterior tooth sac (/". & t.s.). It will be noticed that the tooth is further specialised than that of Tropido7iotus by the growth of cutting-edges on both sides. These cutting-edges §,iye the appearance of a lancet.
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The diTct of the poison gland, like that of Tropidonotus, opens into the vestibule which communicates with the tooth sac at one end, and at the lower end opens into the buccal cavity {op. cl.p.g.).
A comparison of the course of this duct in Tropidonotus and Lycodon reveals the fact that in Lycodon the communication of the vestibule with the tooth sac is higher than in Tropidonotus, so that the secretion of the gland first fills the Text-figure 15, op.dp.g. By such an arrangement of the duct the toothcavity is kept filled with the poison, and the tooth bathed in it.
In this way a greater amount of poisonous fluid can be injected into the bigger wound, which is made by the two cutting-edges of the lancet-shaped tooth.
OxYBELIS FULGIDA.
Opisthogylpha. This is a very interesting snake because of the fact that although it has acquired a better and surer means of injecting poison into the wound by developing a groove in the fang, it still retains the ancestral method of filling the tooth sac with the poison. Text-figure 16. West has not given any figure of the dissection of the head, nor any section of the tooth (fang), but from the above description we may surmise from his use of the words '* very clearly " that the parotid gland is even more highly difi"erentiated in Oxyhelis than in L-i/codon. 
